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BRONTE SONGS

Instrumentation

Flute

Clarinet in Bb
Alto Saxophone

Piano
Mezzo-Soprano

Violin
Cello

Performance notes

Tremolos (3 beam or equivalent) are always unmeasured
and as fast as tempo allows.

T-Tr in wind parts denote 'timbral trills'. These are microtonal trills, and
fingering choices are left to the performer. They are always possible on the

pitches specified, and the trill interval should ideally be narrower than a quarter tone.

The term G.P. (General Pause) denotes that all performers are silent in a given bar, and does
not affect tempo.

Standard notation for accidentals is used. Occasional cautionary accidentals
do not imply a change to this rule.

Duration is ¢.15 minutes

Although the 5 poems are set separately, the music should run without a break.
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Charlotte Bronté- Speak of the North! A Lonely Moor

Speak of the North! A lonely moor
Silent and dark and tractless swells,
The waves of some wild streamlet pour
Hurriedly through its ferny dells.

Profoundly still the twilight air,
Lifeless the landscape; so we deem

Till like a phantom gliding near

A stag bends down to drink the stream.

And far away a mountain zone,

A cold, white waste of snow-drifts lies,
And one star, large and soft and lone,
Silently lights the unclouded skies.

2
Emily Bronté- Fall, leaves, fall

Fall, leaves, fall; die, flowers, away;
Lengthen night and shorten days;
Every leaf speaks bliss to me
Fluttering from the autumn tree.

I shall smile when wreaths of snow
Blossom where the rose should grow;
I shall sing when night’s decay
Ushers in a drearier day.

3
Anne Bronté- My Soul is Awakened

My soul is awakened, my spirit is soaring,

And carried aloft on the wings of the breeze;

For, above, and around me, the wild wind is roaring
Arousing to rapture the earth and the seas.

The long withered grass in the sunshine is glancing,
The bare trees are tossing their branches on high;
The dead leaves beneath them are merrily dancing,
The white clouds are scudding across the blue sky.

I wish I could see how the ocean is lashing

The foam of its billows to whirlwinds of spray,

I wish I could see how its proud waves are dashing
And hear the wild roar of their thunder today!

4
Emily Bronté- The night is darkening round me

The night is darkening round me,
The wild winds coldly blow;

But a tyrant spell has bound me,
And I cannot, cannot go.

The giant trees are bending

Their bare boughs weighed with snow;
The storm is fast descending,

And yet I cannot go.

Clouds beyond clouds above me,
Wastes beyond wastes below;
But nothing drear can move me;
I will not, cannot go.

5
Emily Bronté- It will not shine again
It will not shine again;

Its sad course is done;

I have seen the last ray wane
Of the cold, bright sun.
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